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the evidence of Arthur Nicholls, one of the four ap-
pointed, the number was quite sufficient. Nicholls
was the founder of the Greek type used in the new
office of Blackfriars, and his experience was certainly
not likely to encourage other men to set up in the
same trade. At the time when he was appointed
one of the four founders under the decree, he could
not make a living by his trade, and though he does
not expressly state the fact, his evidence seems to
imply that English printers at that time obtained
most of their type from abroad, and it is beyond
question that they had long since ceased to cast
their own letter.

Drastic as this decree was, it practically remained
a dead letter, for the reason that in the troublous
times that followed within the next five years, the
Government had their hands full in other directions,
and were obliged to let the printers alone.

Between this date and the year 1640, there was
very little either of interest or value that came from
the English press. The memory of rare Ben Jonson
induced Henry Seile, of the Tiger's Head in Fleet
Street, to publish in 1638 a quarto with the title of
Jonsonus Virbius : or the Memory of Ben Jonson.
Revived by the friends of the Muses, and among the
contributors were Lord Falkland, Sir John Beau-
mont the younger, Sir Thomas Hawkins, Henry
King, Edmund Waller, Shackerley Mannion, and
several others. The printer's initials are given as
E. P., but these do not suit any of those who were